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What’s an entrepreneur?
“a person who starts a business and is willing to risk loss in order 
to make money”
OR
“one who organizes, manages, and assumes the risks of 
a business or enterprise.”



• What’s an idea you had recently?
• What’s something missing in your field?
• Who cares about this?
• What would you have to do to bring that idea to 

reality?

Let’s think for a minute…
(Write this down)



Who becomes an entrepreneur?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmaeXiz2J8Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=rmaeXiz2J8Y


What are the different paths?

• Entrepreneurship
• Brand new venture
• Joining a Startup Team

• Intrapreneurship
• Google
• IBM
• Deloitte



What Does it look like?

https://youtu.be/JzHLIXbqlOU

https://youtu.be/JzHLIXbqlOU


• Defying social 
expectations

• Access to funding
• Building a network
• Balancing work 

life/personal life
• Dealing with failure
• Confidence

Challenges



The benefits

• Achievement, Challenge, & Learning
• Independence & Autonomy
• Flexibility/dissatisfaction with current work 

arrangements
• Recognition & Status
• Community & Social Motivation
• Culture



• Ariana Huffington
• Beyonce
• Martha Stewart
• Oprah
• JK Rowling

Big Names



GW Grads



“I didn’t know I was going to be 
an entrepreneur until my 
partners and I came up with our 
first business idea in college... 
It’s realizing that there is still so 
much innovating to do and 
who's to say you’re not the 
person who should be doing the 
innovating?”

, BA ‘13



“In the beginning, there was 
only a handful of us,” says 
Sarah. “We spent our 
weekends and evenings in 
meetings and on conference 
calls drafting what would 
eventually become the initial 
pilot curriculum.”



What I really wanted to do from the beginning 
is empower individuals in social settings to be 
more aware of what they’re putting in their 
bodies,” she said., BA ‘19



Doesn’t have to be today.



Resources



JOIN THE MOST  
INNOVATIVE WOMEN  
ON CAMPUS.

INNOVATION.GWU.EDU/GWOMEN



FIRST-EVER university adaptation of Springboard’s 
flagship programming for women entrepreneurs.

TO APPLY: GO.GWU.EDU/GWOMENAPPLY











• GWOIE Newsletter (we’ll sign you up!)
• Innovation Exchange
• Events
• AngelList
• Startup.jobs
• Idealist
• Indeed
• LinkedIn

Startup Jobs



Questions?
Thank you!

saasher@gwu.edu


